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GEN. MAXWELL D. TAYLOR 


New Taylor 

Role Worries; 
Pentagon 


chi*r„rj 

WASHINGTON, June 27.-: 
—The Defense Department 
swallowed hard today pver 
| the recall to active duty of: 

letired^ni^chmf^^taff. 

I President Kennedy appointed 
I Taylor his- personal "military! 
[representative,” with offices .in, 
the White House as well as the 
Pentagon. The assignment 1 
moves Taylor,- a handsome for-, 
mer paratrooper and Korear 
War commander, into a stra- 
tegic slot which can only be 
compared with that of Adrn Wil 
liam D. Leahy in World War 11, [ 
j ■■ Having the President's ear] 
jPaylm would be in an ideal poy 
sitidJi to bypass or short-circuit, 
the Joint Chiefs of Staff— if he] 
[chose to do so. There were some! 
[in the Pentagon who felt thel 
temptation might be irresistible.; 

GIVES ASSURANCES [ 
j The White Hou.se, of course,; 
i took pains to reassure both the: 

! Joint Chiefs and Congress that’ 
^nothing of the kind was doing to! 

1 happen. j 


Mr. Kennedy himself called' 
in ,the Chiefs — headed by Gen.i 
Lyman L. Lemnitzer — Saturday: 
morning. He told them the Tay-i 
lor. appointment was coming, [ 
assured them meant no re-j 
flection on their past service i 
and promised Ihe Chiefs they, 
would not &c downgraded nr by-, 
-passed. 

press secretary, added a public 
assprancp :vestercfay that Jay-: 
lor would not be,, interposed be- 
tween. the president and t hr De- 
ifense Department,, the .J o,i r» 
hjefst &r_. the .Central Tntelli- 1 " ’ 

S Jj j g . 

q... Pentagon remained 
ighly skeptic al. The Taylor ap- 
pbmtrriept^wa.s viewed there [ as 
a tnoney-back guarantee of di- 
vided,- dpunsels %rtd squabbles 
policy. • 

.^mcMmaraTn accord 

On, surface all was se- 
agon spokesman is-, 
ement; /jxhe Presi- 
of course, discussed 
lament of Gen. Taylor 
"with the secretary of 
and Mr. McNamara is 
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rene. 
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entirelyln Record with it.” 

If the statement, lacked a 
trace of fyats-qff enthusiasm it 
accurately, conveyed the unhap- 
piness, |jnged with, resignation, 
that reporters encountered in 
the marble hallways of the De- 
fense Department. 

The Joint Chiefs,' who pride 
themselves op being the Presi- 
dent's military advisers, tobk 
cold comfort from the official 
announcement that Gen. TayJor 
' would also be available to "give 
his personal vifews to assist the 
President in reaching deci-j 
sions.” .. . ’ 

^He wjjj^jhaye the,. . additional; 
tasif'cTwatcing over “the intel- 
, J igence appa ratus of the govern- 
^menf,” nig^jng t[]e„CtA Naval 
elligence, the Arniy’s' Cr-2 sec- 
jtion ancf jjc,;. Rational Security; 


once info sharp conflict ,, He helped ‘to co-ordinate -|the 
former . President .Eisen- flow of military and political’ in- 
hower, Taylor created plenty of formation to. the President’s 
controversy > before lie wasjesk^eyen helping to draft this 


nudged into "eafiy retirement,’ 
according to Sherman Adams 
Mr. Eisenhower’s chief aide. 

tayloYs VIEWS 

In his. -book, "The Uncertain 
Trumpet,” .Taylor argued . for 
much stronger 'U.S: ground 
forces 'with assured mobility to 
deal with limited war situations. 

Already there [ are. uncon- 
firmed reports that Taylgr, who 
created the Army's "pehtorilie” 
divisions, . lias drafted a_ letter 
for. the President's signature 
attacking the current plan • to 
strap the divisional structure he 
developed. 

Taylor’s first assignment wilj 
be to rfeview military planning 
in connection with the brewing 
Berlin crisis. t".?, ■ 

The i r by parallel, gives no 
assurat. f ■ of smobtfi'.s a i.l i n g 
ahead. As chief of staff to the 
late President ’Roosevelt, and 
briefly to former President Tru- 
man, Leahy also operated out of 
the White House.-’ ' 


historic Truman Doctrine for op- 
posing Communist expansion 
round the world. 

CHARGE INTERFERENCE 
Leahy’s', activities led to con- 
gressional charges of, Whit, e 
House interference jn the re- 
sponsibilities of the 'State and 
Defense departments. 1 
But Leahy was operating be- 
fore the unification of the armed 
services into a single Depart- 
ment of Defense. In those days 
the Navy and War departments 
were independent, each headed 
by a secretary and a chief of 
staff.;,, • -£,-[r 
Now, Pentagon officials 
argue, there is less excuse for 
creating a new military adviser; 
in the White Hou^e. Gen. Lem- 
nitzer,. as chairman' of the Joint 
Chiefs, has, overall responsibil- 
ity for, the developrhent of U.S. 
strategic plans. ;: r\. ,, 

Any ' second-guessing by Tay-[ 
lor is bound to be rhsented, say; 
[.the professional soldiers. 


CONFIDENCE SHAKEN 

Gen. Taylor has just com-- 
pleted ah inquiry for President 1 
Kennedy on the: effectiveness of-; 
the. nation’s intelligence net-j 
work: .This was a direct conse-1 
quence of the Cuban invasion' 
fiasco, which shook thg PresiJ 
dent’s confidence in rnahy of his," 
professional advisers, including; 

CIA Director Allen W._ Dulles: 
and the Joint Chiefs. ,.[. -i 

In fairness ..to the President,: 

Defense officials concede that 
he, had good reason to feel let- 
down. Mr. Kennedy, they sus- ; 
j pect, wants the advice of the 
experts double-checked by a, 
man of unquestioned personal 
loyalty whose judgment he re- • 
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A 59-year-old soldier of strong* 

: views, which brought him more : 


